
August 12th, 2019 

Greeting Fellow PBS-SEPM Members, 

My name is Sandra Elliott, this year’s current PBS-SEPM president.  The other board members and I 

would like to thank you for electing us as the 2019-2020 PBS-SEPM board.  We have a very talented 

bunch working to keep the ball rolling on our various endeavors.  

Our 2019-2020 Board Members are:  

President – Sandra Elliott    

President-Elect – Mike Raines  

First Vice President – Justin Mauck  

Second Vice President – Dan Scott 

Treasurer – Cindy Bowden  

Secretary – Alexis Iwasiw 

Robert Campbell – YPFT (Young Professionals Field Trip) Chairman 

Open Position – Luncheon Chairman 

Webmaster – Frank Fullbright 

Likewise, our previous board members have all served us well, and worked hard to keep our 

organization moving forward last year. 

I would like to thank last year’s board members and committee chairs for their service. 

President - Mohamed Zobaa  

President-Elect - Sandra Elliott  

First Vice President - Antony Giles  

Second Vice President - Brady Kolb 

Treasurer - Ryan Thompson  

Secretary - Chantel Lines and Brice Swinford 

Robert Campbell – YPFT (young Professionals Field Trip) Chairman 

Jason Mintz – Luncheon Chairman 

Webmaster – Frank Fullbright 

The board members and I want all of you to know we will do our best to keep the luncheon talks and 

other functions, such as a core workshop, field trips and student scholarships running smoothly. As most 

of you are aware, our society membership fluctuates with the highs and lows of the Permian oil fields.    



Currently we are in a “rebuilding” stage here at the PBS-SEPM.  I would like to update everyone on the 

upcoming changes to our website, and to keep you updated on what your newly elected board has been 

up to since June 1st. 

Website 

As most of you know our PBS-SEPM website has been under periodic cyber-attacks for the last several 

years.  While hackers have not obtained any sensitive information from the website, they have caused a 

lot of downtime and other operational headaches – compelling us to look for a more reliable and secure 

host.  In addition, the expenses incurred by using the current website are cost prohibitive at this time.   

Our webmaster Frank Fullbright has done a great job researching our website options.  With that in 

mind, we will be switching to a new website host to get our website back on track.  It will still have the 

same web address www.pbs-sepm.org once the switch is made, we will have a more modern and user-

friendly website.  The new features will include tabs for events, publications, sponsorship, an online 

shop, etc.  All luncheon events, workshops, fieldtrips and publications, and other products will still be 

using PayPal for our online payment.  Frank will be rolling out the new website in August, we will be 

sending out emails to “officially” announce the date that the website will up and running. 

Mailing Address, Email and Voicemail Services 

Since we have an office that the PBS-SEPM organization pays for each year, located at the MEL (Midland 

Energy Library), we will no longer have a P.O Box address.  All correspondence should be sent to the 

following address: 

PBS-SEPM  

2900 W Front Street  

Midland, TX 79701  

Our email address has not changed.  You can send all emails to info@pbs-sepm.org and one of the board 
members will answer your email in a timely manner. 

We are in the process of setting up a Google Voicemail account.  We will send out an email notification 
with the phone number and directions on how to use the service.  

Membership:  

The board members have voted to officially set the membership renewal date at June 1st each year.  This 

was done to make the bookkeeping for incoming board members a more streamlined process.  This will 

also ensure that all our member have a set date to renew their membership.  Since we have made the 

change in the middle of the year, all members who have paid their dues since January 1, 2019 will be 

grandfathered in, so your renewal date will be June 1, 2020. 

In order to keep up with rising costs for the various events we provide each year, the price of 

membership for the PBS-SEPM has been increased to $25.00 per year. 

New and retuning members can register and pay their membership dues on the new website under 

the membership tab. You can also pay by check, just print out the membership form and send it into 

the PBS-SEPM office.   

http://www.pbs-sepm.org/
mailto:info@pbs-sepm.org


Luncheon Lectures 

The board has been working diligently to schedule luncheon speakers for the 2019-2020 season.  We are 

actively seeking a chairperson and committee members to help Dan Scott with recruiting lecturers with 

trending topics to speak at our luncheon lectures.  

 Currently, we have Randi Martinsen of Hydrocarbon InSight, LLC. and past president of the AAPG, 

scheduled to give a luncheon lecture on August 20th at the Midland Country Club.   Ms. Martinsen will be 

discussing Depositional remnants: common components of the stratigraphic record with important 

implications for hydrocarbon exploration and production 

In September we have Cyrille Defeu, Region Technology Domain Manager, OneStim, Schlumberger.  Mr. 

Defeu will be discussing Depletion Effects of Parent Well Production Over Time and Impact on Well 

Spacing in the Wolfcamp, Delaware Basin 

Field Trips and Core Workshops 

Field Trips and Core Workshops have been a staple of the PBS-SEPM organization.  

 For the last 10 years we have run the YPFT (Young Professionals Field Trip).  We have a great chairman 

in Robert Campbell.  He and the other volunteer instructors, Dr. Robert Trentham, Dr. Cory Hoffman, 

John Hagar, Ash Stoker, Chris Fling and Teri Mcguigan, have all contributed their personal time and 

individual expertise to mentor the oil industries less experienced professionals.  The cost of running this 

field trip has increased enormously over the last few years.  With this in mind, the board voted to 

increase the price for the 2020 YPFT field trip.  For many years it has been set at $950.00.  The new price 

for the field trip has been increased to $1200.00 for each student.  This will help offset the hotel and van 

rentals, which is our biggest expense.   

This year we are planning on having a core workshop in the spring.  Midland College Geology Chair, Tony 

Giles offered to request that we have access to the Midland College’s building facilities to hold our 

workshop at their campus.  The board is discussing having a Delaware Basin core workshop, or a ROZ 

core workshop, among other ideas. It will depend on the availability of core and instructor’s availability.   

In addition, we plan on coupling with the core workshop a field trip from Midland down through the 

Marathon and Marfa Basins.  This trip would give a general overview of the Permian Basin and the 

tectonic and depositional settings that helped create the phenomenal oil field in western Texas.  The 

overprint of the Tertiary volcanic will also be discussed as we travel down through the Trans-Pecos 

region.  It will be a nice refresher for seasoned Permian professionals, and a good overview introduction 

for the newer members of our industry to the Permian Basin and western Texas. 

 The dates and price of both the core workshop and the two-day field trip are yet to be set. 

Sponsorships 

This year we plan on aggressively pursuing sponsors to offset the cost of the luncheons, workshops and 

field trips.  We have revamped our sponsorship contribution into three categories.  The sponsorships 

will run the same as the membership year, June 1st to May 31st each year. 

Gold: $1500.00:  Will get their logo on all PBS-SEPM events, newsletters, the website and new 

publications.  



Silver: $1000.00: Will get their logo on all PBS-SEPM all events, newsletters, and the website.  

Bronze: $500.00:  Will get their logo on all PBS-SEPM luncheons, newsletters, and the website.  

We are compiling a list of vendors/businesses to send out our sponsorship request to.  We will not be 

limiting it solely to oilfield vendors, all our local businesses, such as grocery stores, restaurants, 

hardware stores etc. all play a role in keeping the Permian Basin area up and running, and therefore 

should be considered as potential sponsors for our events. 

Scholarships and Distinguished Speaker Events 

Cory Hoffman, the PBS-SEPM’s unofficial historian and keeper of the keys, has been providing 

documentation concerning the rules and regulations of the Wendell J. Stewart Scholarship Fund, and the 

Robert Read Distinguished Lecturer events. We want to give Cory a big thank you for helping the new 

board get it’s footing with all the documentation. 

The Wendell J. Stewart Scholarship Fund, so named for the famous sequence stratigrapher, was initially 

funded by a family donation, though PBS-SEPM members have contributed over the years.  This 

scholarship is set up in such a manner, that only the interest can be used to distribute scholarship funds.  

Due to this issue, most scholarships in the last 30 years have been awarded through the PBS-SEPM main 

budget and not the Scholarship fund.  

In the past the PBS-SEPM has helped students in geoscience fields by awarding the Wendell J. Stewart 

scholarship for students intending to pursue education in geosciences (declared major).  To paraphrase 

Cory, “First and foremost, it is for high school graduates, but can be (and has been) applied to those at 

college actively pursuing a geology degree”.  Funding for this scholarship has waxed and waned over the 

years with the change in the activity of the petroleum industry. 

The Robert Read Distinguished Lecturer Fund was founded to honor a bright young geologist that was 

tragically killed by a drunk driver.  This fund is a traditional membership donation fund that helps offset 

the cost of bringing in a distinguished lecturer, usually in the geosciences, but not required.   

Since its creation, the PBS_SEPM has never used the funds to bring in a lecturer.  This year we plan on 

bringing a speaker in for an event in late fall or early spring.  We have approached Lee Krystinik, past 

president and distinguished lecturer of the AAPG, and asked if he would be interested in being our 

distinguished lecturer for this season.  He was very respective to the idea.  We will be discussing logistics 

with Mr. Krystinik and see when we will be able to bring him down to Midland for a presentation. 

So, as you can see, your board members and committee members are working hard to update the 

website, schedule talks and organize field trips.  Any and all help or suggestions will be welcomed and 

greatly appreciated!  

If you would like to volunteer for any committee or to serve as a chairperson on a committee, please 

contact one of the board members.  Our contact information will be in the newsletters and on our 

website. 

Best Regards, 

Sandra Elliott 


